Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:

* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not excesd
£15 million; or
* whaere the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less but that:
» are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
* have requasted a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Evary smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
excaading £25 000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordanca with Proper Praclices.

2, The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
= The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's internal awditor,
* Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.,

» Section 3 is completed by the extemnal auditor and will be returmed to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statemant, bofore approving Section 2,

Accounting Statemaents, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An autharity with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itsel! as exempl, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder latters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

* tha Annual Governance and Accountability Returm Sactions 1 and 2, together with

* a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026

= an explanation of any significant yvear on year variances in the accounting statemants
« notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

* Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
Uniess requasted, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor, Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documenis needed.
Onca the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the

Annual Governance and Accountabilily Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be refumed to the authority by email or posL

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/webpage:

Bafora 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:

* Motice of the period for the axercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
ara as yel unaudited;

« Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

« Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Mot Iater than 30 Seplember 2026 authorites must publish:

* Motice of conclusion of auwdit

« Bection 3 - External Auditor Report and Cartificate

« Bections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendmenis as a result of the imited assurance review. It
i5 recommended as best practice, to avold any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, thal you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

Thea Annual Gevemance and Accountabilty Rebem consllbuies the annual rebunn redamed io in the Accounis and Awsdit Regulations 2015,
Throughed, the wonds ‘efemal suditor’ kave B sarme madning as this woeds ‘local audiar in the Accourts and Audt Regulations 2015,

“for a complate Kt of boates that may be smabler sutfhonibios refer o schedle 2 fo the Local Audit and Accountability Al 2014,
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

« The authority must comply with Propar Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Fropar
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide® which is updated from tima to time and contains evarything
needed lo prepare successfully for the financial year-and and the subsequent work by the extamal auditor.

+ Maka sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left ampty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and proparly inilialled.

« The authority should receive and note tha Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Govarnance Statement and the accounts.

* Usa the checklist provided below o review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the extamal
auditor by emall or post (nat both) no later than 30 June 2026

* The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2} and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

» The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must cerify the accounts {Section 2) before they are presented o
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

+ The RFO is required to commence the public nghis pericd which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection [ this excudes weekends and public hoidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July,

* You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic emall addresses and telephone numbers.

« Make sure that the copy of the bank recanciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the autharity holds any shor-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The extarnal auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements [Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide®.

« Explain fully significant variances in the accounting stalements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the datailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. Tha external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and namative analysis to support the full variance.

= Additional costs may be incurred if additional awdit work is required.

« Maka sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance caried forward from the previous year
(Bax 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the currant year (Bax 1 of 2026).

* The Responsible Financial Officer (RFQ), on bahall of the authority, must set the commencameant date for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weakands and public hobdays) which must includa the first 10 working days of July,

* The authorty must publish on the authority websitefwebpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2,
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Completion checklist = M

All sections Have all highlighled boxes have been complated?

Has @l additional mformation reguestad, incleding the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

Intemal Audit Report | Have allhighlighled bowes been comgleted by the infernal audsor and explanations provided ?
Section 1 For any statemant to which the response is 'no’, has an explanation been published?

Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before
presentation o the autharity for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accoaumting statements been confirmad
by the signature of tha Chair of the approval rmaeeting T

Has an explanation of significant varlations been publshad where requirad?
Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconcled to Box 87
Has an explanalion of any difference betemen Box T and Box 8 bean pronvided?

Sochons 1 and 2 Tirusl funds = have all disclosures bean made if the authority as a body corporate is 8
sole managing trestaa? NB: do nod send trust accownting stalemants unless requested.

o0 Y Y S

L B BT Y

*Governance and Accountabiiity for Smaller Authorities in England — & Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices.
can be downloaded from www.nale.gov.uk or from www.ada,org.uk
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
Ampleforth Parish Council

www.ampleforth-pe.gov.uk

During the hinancial yvear endad 31 March 2028, this authosty's internal audifor acting independently and on tha
basis of an assessment of risk, carmied out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
contreds in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

Tha internal awdit for 202526 has been camed ouf in accondance with this authorty's needs and planned coverage.
On the basgis of the findings in the areas examined, the intemal audit conclusions are summansed in this table. Set
cut below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year 1o a standard adequate
to meal the needs of this authaority.

Internal contral abjactive

A, Appropriate accounting recerds have bean properly kepd throwghowt the financial year,

B. This autharity complied with ifs financial regulations, payments ware supporied by invoices. all
axpanditure was approved and VAT was appropniaiely accounied for.

. This authority assessed the significant risks 1o achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arangermnents to manage thasa

D. The precapt or rates requirement msulbed from an adeguabe budgelary process; progress against
tha budged was reguiary monitored. and reserves ware appropraba.

E. Expeched ncoma wis Rully recerved, based cn cormgc! prices, properly recondéd and promipdly
banked; and VAT was approprisiely accounted for,

F. Cash payments wen properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure wias approved and
WAT appropriately acosunted for

G, Salaras to employees and allcwancas to meambars ware paid in accordance with this authosity's
approvals, and PAYE and NI reguirements were proparly applied.

H. Asset and investments registars wene complate and accurate and proparly maintained

L Paripdic benk sccount reconciliations ware proparly camed out during the vaar. ¥ I I

J. Accounting statements prepanad during the year wena prepared on the cormect acocunting basis (receipts
and paynents of moome and expenditune), agreed o the cash book, suppored by an adequats auwdit ¥
wmmgmmmmwmmammm“ﬂmmm

K. i tha autharity cartifiad itself as exemipt from a limited assurance review in 2024725, it met tha
axemplion criteria and comacily declared Hsalf exempd. (If he awhonty had & imifed assirance "
review of #s 2024725 AGAR tick "ot covared”)

L. The authorty pubkshed the required mformation on a websitelwebpage up to date at the time of the o
iniemal audi in accordance with the relavant legiatation.

M. |n the year coversd by this AGAR, the sutharity correclly provided for a pariod Tfor the exerdse of
pubilic rights as requined by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (durdng e 202526 AGAR pariod, 7
ware public rights in reletion fo the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a nolice an the wobsie andior
auihonty approved minutes confirming the dales sel).

N. The authority has comphed with the pubbcation requirements for 2024/25 AGAR

(5o AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes). v
Q, The authormty has complied with laws, regulations & propes praciices relating to digial and data v
compliandce.
T —

P. (For local councils only) W
Trust Tunds (intheding charitablb) = The councll mat &5 responsibities as a trustens, v

Far ary other nsk anes identified by this suthority adequite controls axisted (kst any other fsk areas on separabe sheots if necdad)

Cate(s) imernal audit undertaken Mame of parson who camed oul the intemal auds
11/06/2026 Clare Smith

Signature of parson who .

carried cutthe ntomal such (Clare Stk -~ 11/06/2026

“ the respenss is ‘ne’ plosss siate the implications and action being taken 1o addness any woeakness in conirl identified [add
woparate sheats if neoded),

“Mole: H the response is mol covered’ pleane state when the mosl recent memal audil work swas done in iR area and when i 13 ned planned; or,
if covmrage i net required. the anmal inkoemad audd mepont must explain wity not (add sepambs sheets il noeded),
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

Ampleforth Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangemeants for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements, We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1, ¥ hava put in placs arrengamels for efecive fnanocl

s aulhodity and, whens approgriabs, hawve included tham
iy the dtcounling skalements,

8. (For local cowncils ondy) Trust funds including
charitabla, In our capacity as the sl managing
trusfes we discharged our accountability
respansibilities for the fund|siassets, including
Fnancial reperting and, if required, independont
sxamination or sudit.

1 e hae pul in place armangamenls lor e efecie IT
arwl dath managament i actardancs with propar
practices during B year undar iy,

managamanl during the year, and for the preparation of (" wlth [Pl Ascoiild s AN Regirsiions.
Mie pecouling shatomants,

2. ‘W masrtaingd a0 acdequate svstem of inlernal conbrol mags proper arraagemanis and sccended rasponsiilly
including measunes designed o pravent and debect faud 7 for sadeguarning the public monay and rescurces in
and caimuiplion and Fedesed i1 alfsciansis irs charge.

3. 'We harve Basuned cunsshees thal thers ae no matiers has oy dono what ¥ has e kegal power o do and fres
of achual ar potenial ric with laws, compiad with Proper Practioss b gdoing so
regulations and Propes Practices that could have a v
: financial effect on the abdity of s
mutharity to conduct ibs businsss or manage is
finances

d. Wa prowided praper opparunity during the year for duving tha yaar gdve N parsons inferegiad the opporiumly fo
thes ewercise of eleciors” ights in accordance with the ¥ ingpec] and Bk quesiions aboul M slhorly's Reooinia
nequiremants of tho Aooounts and Audit Reguintonrs.

&, We casmied oull an sssessment of the rishs fcing this corsidened and dacwrealnd the feancial and ofher Asks i
mgthorfy and took appropriate sieps 1o manage those v facas and cheall wills tham propendy,
rgks, including the introduction of intemal condrols andior
bl insurancs Cover whara recuirad.

6. Wi'a maintsined themwughouwt the year an adequato and mranged for 0 compatenl person, indapandenl of tho francial
Sfgctive Syabem of interral audit of the eooounting v Gontreds and procaand, (D ghve S ShFeciive VW on whaligr
reconrds and conirsl Syabeme, infernad coralrods masal M Aeas of this synaler aulfil):

T. We lock appropriate action an all matiers ralsad " rosponded io matiors brougfi o s aftention by rdamal and
i repants from imemal and axlernal g, SATETHR BT

B. e considensd whathar any Igation, kabibias o cisckased evavyiing & shoufd have sboul its business actaly
commilmenis, ewents of irensaclions, Gecuring aihor cluring the year inciting events taking pinco aflor the year
duiirg of afles tha voar-and, have 5 Ansncs impacl on [ &nd if ralgivant,

v

N

Pt ot o of its rogponebiilies whons, 02 & body'
corporaly, § i & S0k managing frstes of 8 beal

-

has made sutable arangoments for its T and dofa
mansguenent and has compded willl propar praciices i
doing so.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each "No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified, These sheats must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Govemance Statemant was approved at a
maating of tha authority on:

OT/05/2026
and recorded as minute reference:;

a6 173 | A

www. ampleforth-pc.gov.uk

Signed by the Chair and Chark of the mesting whese
approval was given:

hdl il

NS

Chair

Clerk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Ampleforth Parish Council

FIRUSTE BOVEE [

Tols! balances and resenses at the baginmng of the year

1. Balances brought
{orwar: 45 315 43 398 as recorded i the fmancn! records. Valse must agree

to Box T of previous year.

2. [+) Prscapt or Rates and Total amouwnt of precapl (or for IDBE rafes and fawvas)
Levies 16,000 16,320| received or receivable in he year. Exclude any granfs

reaivad

3, (+) Total other receipls Tolal income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less

10,1186 5,250 the precapl or ratestevies receded (ine 2). Include any
grams rcaied.

4. (-) Siall cosis Tolal expendiure or payments made te and an behall

10,766 7673 af & emplayeas. nclude gross Salames and wages,
’ ! amplopers M contribulions, employors pemskon
contrbutions, graduiies and sovarance payments.

5. (-] Loan interast/cagital Total axpandive or payments of capiial and inferes!
repaymenis .D I:I made during the year an the autharly's borrowings (i anyl.

6. (-] All cther payments Tolal expenditire or payrmants as recorded in the cash-

17,267 36,220| book less stalf costs (lne 4] and loan inferestcapital
repayments (ine 5).

T. (=) Balances cariad Total balerces and resenves at the and of he pear.
forward 43,308 21,084 | must oquad (1+243) - [4+5+8),

B. Total valee of cash aand The surm of all cuvrend and deposlt hank accounts, cash
ghort tarm investments 43,398 21,084 holdings and shorl term investments held as af 37 March -

To agrea with bank reconcillation,

9. Total fixed a=sals plus The value of afl ihe propery the authorly owns =/ is meda
long term investments 28,5583 34, 409] up of aif #= fived assets and fomg ferm nvastiments 55 af
and assels 37 March,

10. Tolal borowings The oufslanding capifal balarce as af 37 March of all lans

0 O from third parties (including PWLE),

For Local Councils Only

11 Do the figuwes ;  the
accounting  siatements above
exclude any rust ransactions?

For guidmnce refer fo the Praciiionars' Guide seclions 2.37 o 2.33.

| certify that for the year endad 31 March 2026 tha Accounting
Statements in this Annual Govarnance and Accountability
Refurn have besn prapared on aither 8 recedpds and paymeants
or income and expendilure basis following the guidancs in
Governance and Accouniability for Smaller Audhorities = a
Praciitioners’ Guide 1o Froper Practices and presant fairy
the financial position of this authority,

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

NN

Date 07052026

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authodty on this date:

O7/05/2026

as reconded in minule relerance
as|iR)e

Signed by Chair of the meeting whe
Sttamenls wa
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26
In respect of Ampleforth Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Owr responsibilty as auditors to complete a limited assurance review s sef oul by the National Audit Office (MAD), A imfled
SEEUranCE review s not a full statutory audit, it does not constitube an awd carmied out in accordance with Intemational
Standards on Auditing (UK & Iredand) and hence i does net provide the same level of assurance thet such an audit woukd,
The UK Govemment has debermined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those kecal public bodies with the lowes! levels of spending,

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and
Accountabliity Retum in acoordancs with MAC Auditer Guidancs Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAD on behalf of the
Comptreller and Auditor Genaral. AGN 02 is availabla from thae NAC webseita —

htips:fwww nao.ong. ukicode-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-lor-audiloss! |

This authority ks responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has

a sound system of internal control, The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accardancs with Proper Praclices which:

= summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and

+ confems and provides assurance on those matlers thal anes relevant to our duties and responsibiiies as extemal auddors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025/26

11H-pl1-l]fli'lll'l1l1tll'! raporiad Dalow]® on the basis of cur rendew of Sections | mznrmmuwwmm Fegturn, in

Mm“hmhﬂnﬁhﬂﬂmﬂuﬂidmhml-ﬁuwnmmmmﬂwmmummdnm Hwﬁmw
M QAT Maman Rerve coms o cuf Allanion giving causs iof concam Lhal rekevant lesgidiation and regulaiony requinsments have nal besn met.

{"dedets ns. appropings ).

{continun on A sopanatn sheel i requined)

Orihar ratiers nol aflbeting our opinion which wa drane to The atienSon of e authonty:

{feontinue on & separatn sheal f required)

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

Wa cerify'do not cartify® that we heve completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Anncal Governancs and

Accountabllity Retum, and discharged our responsibiiies under the Local Audil and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

(*We do nokt cerily COMPRILGN CRCause:

Extarnal Auditor Mame

External Auditor Signature Date
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